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Maintaining and sharing valid certificates

 Shipping of Certificates is fragile

 Storing and retrieving certificates

Easy falsification

Certificates often lost/ misplaced

Repeated information‐risk of errors

Paper Certification 
Limitations 



“Guidelines for the Use of 
Electronic Certificates” 

(FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2) of IMO 
Facilitation (FAL) Committee.

Electronic Certificates aim to 
reduce the burden on 
Administrations, port State control 
officers, ships' crews and other 
stakeholders caused, for several 
reasons, by reliance on traditional 
paper certificates.

Generalities

 Immediate and continuous access to  the e‐Certificates, upon issuance.  

 e‐Certificates are stored and provided on the online server. The secured PDF 

File bears the digital signatures authenticated by a third party

 Protection from falsification of electronic files

 An e‐Certificates Online verification system for the validity of e‐Certificates, 

including verification with a Quick Reference Code (2D barcode)

Advantages



Compliance with IMO guidelines

A certificate shall be
– valid and consistent with the required format in the conventions
– protected from modifications



Compliance with IMO guidelines

It shall carry an
– unique tracking number

It shall carry an
– a printable symbol confirming the 
source



APPLICABILITY OF
e‐CERTIFICATES 

All Full term certificates of ClassIBS vessels for renewal surveys 

ClassIBS e‐Certificates will be issued for reissuance (Amendments, 
change of name, etc.)

*Government fees (taxes) may apply) 

Certificates issued by a Flag State (in example, Ballast Water 
Management, Tonnage, Ship Security Certificate) are not eligible 

for ClassIBS e‐Certificate system



HOW IT WORKS



Issuance: Digitally signed  Certificate is uploaded to the system
Secured Web Server

(1)
(2)

Issuance



Certificates are delivered in an electronic format to Owner:
1. By email (Direct link to the Certificates of the ship) along with a Declaration Letter
2. Owner can also access the e‐Certificates system at any time and see the latest version of the certificate

(1)

Delivery



Owner can store the e‐Certificate:
1. By downloading it using the Link provided by e‐mail
2. By downloading it from the e‐Certificates system
3. We recommend to keep an electronic local/printed version onboard

(1)

(2)

Storing



Using the Link or by accessing the system, certificates
can be downloaded individually or as a zipped file to
a local unit at the office or onboard the ship

Storing



Verification and authentication is done through: 
1.  https://apps.classibs.org:8081/e‐certificates‐online‐verification.php

Verification



Verification and authentication is done through the URL provided for each certificate:

Verification



Verification and authentication is done through: 
2.  ClassIBS Mobile App 

Verification





Surveyors will endorse a printed copy of the certificate after the survey; 

ClassIBS will provide digitally signed electronic certificates upon periodical surveys

Endorsements 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO DO



Fill out the 
Application form 
for e‐Certificates 

Service 

Using the information from Head 
Office, we recommend that copies 
of documents  are kept locally 
onboard your ship (printed, if 

possible) for:
• Easy reference for PSC officers 

(internet connection may be 
difficult at some ports) 

• Surveyor will endorse the 
printed certificate at annual 
surveys 

Download the 
App for 

verification of 
your latest  e‐
Certificate 
anywhere



THANK YOU!


