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Circular on Ensuring Continuous Watches

To: All Shipping Companies, Ship Masters, Chief Engineers, and Watchkeeping Personnel
Subject: Ensuring Continuous Watches in Accordance with STCW Regulation VI111/2
Date: April 23, 2024

Dear Colleagues,

In accordance with the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), Regulation V111/2, we are issuing this circular to emphasize the
importance of ensuring continuous watches onboard vessels flying the Jamaican flag.

Continuous and effective watchkeeping is essential for the safety of maritime operations, the
protection of life at sea, and the prevention of marine pollution. It is incumbent upon all shipping
companies, ship masters, chief engineers, and watchkeeping personnel to adhere strictly to the
principles outlined in STCW Regulation V111/2.

We hereby remind all concerned parties of the following key points regarding the principle of
ensuring continuous watches:

1. Watchkeeping Arrangements: Shipping companies must establish watchkeeping
arrangements that comply with the requirements specified in STCW Regulation V111/2,
ensuring that vessels are adequately manned to maintain continuous watchkeeping throughout
all operational phases.

2. Allocation of Duties: Ship masters and chief engineers are responsible for assigning
watchkeeping duties to qualified personnel in accordance with the vessel's operational
requirements, crewing levels, and the provisions of the STCW Convention and relevant
national regulations.

3. Minimum Safe Manning: Ensure that vessels are manned with a sufficient number of
qualified watchkeeping personnel to meet the minimum safe manning requirements prescribed
by the flag state, taking into account factors such as vessel type, size, trading area, and
operational complexity.

4. Watch Rotation: Implement watchkeeping schedules and rotation patterns that allow for
adequate rest periods and minimize fatigue among watchkeeping personnel, in accordance
with STCW requirements regarding maximum hours of work and minimum rest periods.

5. Training and Competence: Ensure that all watchkeeping personnel possess the necessary
training, qualifications, and competence to perform their duties effectively and safely. Provide
ongoing training and professional development opportunities to enhance watchkeeping skills
and knowledge.



6. Supervision and Oversight: Ship masters, chief engineers, and designated officers must
exercise vigilant supervision and oversight of watchkeeping activities to ensure compliance
with established procedures, regulations, and safety standards.

7. Emergency Preparedness: Maintain a state of readiness at all times to respond promptly and
effectively to emergencies or unforeseen circumstances that may arise during watchkeeping
duties. Conduct regular drills and exercises to test emergency response procedures and crew
preparedness.

Compliance with the principles outlined in this circular is essential to safeguarding the lives of
seafarers, protecting the marine environment, and upholding the integrity of maritime operations. We
urge all concerned parties to prioritize the effective implementation of continuous watchkeeping
practices in accordance with STCW Regulation VI11/2.

Thank you for your attention and cooperation.
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